
 

NOTICE OF STUDY COMMENCEMENT 

Project A: Highway 401 Widening and Concrete Median Barrier from 0.5 km east of Essex County Road 42 to 1.5 km west of Merlin Road  
Initiate Detailed Design and Class Environmental Assessment Study 

Project B: Highway 401 Rehabilitation, Widening and Concrete Median Barrier at the Queen Street Overpass and McDougall Drain Bridge  
Complete Detailed Design and Class Environmental Assessment Study 

GWP 3034-19-00 
 

THE PROJECT 
 

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained WSP to undertake the following two projects in the County of Essex and 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent: 

Project A: Initiate Detailed Design for the widening of Highway 401 from 4 to 6 lanes including widening to the median and installation of a 
concrete median barrier through the study limits as shown in the key plan. Bridge rehabilitation / widening designs for the following bridges 
will be developed to accommodate the highway widening:  

• Tilbury Creek Bridges; 

• Little Baptiste Creek Bridges; and 

• Baptiste Creek Bridges.  

Project B:  Complete Detailed Design for the rehabilitation and widening of the Queen Street Overpass and McDougall Drain Bridge on 
Highway 401 as shown in the key plan to accommodate the highway widening and concrete median barrier.  

 

BACKGROUND 
 

Following the Preliminary Design phase in 2008, a Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) documenting the provincial 
transportation needs for Highway 401 from 0.9 km east of Essex County Road 42 to the Elgin County Boundary (GWP 80-00-00) was 
published for public review and was subsequently cleared to proceed to Detailed Design.   
 

THE PROCESS 
 

This study is subject to the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act and will be completed in accordance with the Class EA for Provincial 
Transportation Facilities (2000) process for a Group ‘B’ project.  
 
A ‘five-year TESR review’ will be undertaken to determine if significant changes to the relevant portions of the 2008 EA approved plan for 
this study area have occurred since the submission of the 2008 TESR. If no significant changes to the relevant portions of the 2008 EA 
approved plan are identified, this study will proceed to the subsequent design phases. 
 
For Project A, a Design and Construction Report (DCR) will be prepared and published in the future at the end of Detailed Design. For 
Project B, a DCR will be prepared and published at the end of Detailed Design, currently anticipated to be early 2020.   
 

CONSULTATION AND COMMENTS 
 

Public consultation is an important part of the Class Environmental Assessment process. The public is encouraged to provide input at any 
point during the study. For additional details, please visit the study website at (www.Hwy401EssexCountyRd42toMerlinRd.ca). To obtain 
additional information, provide initial comments or to be placed on the mailing list, please contact one of the Project Team members listed 
below:  
 

Mr. Chris Dixon Mr. Rob Kleine, P.Eng. Mr. Greg Moore, B.E.S. 
Project Manager Consultant Project Manager Consultant Environmental Planner 
Ministry of Transportation 
659 Exeter Road, 3rd Floor 
London, ON   N6E 1L3 

WSP 
100 Commerce Valley Drive West 
Thornhill, ON   L3T 0A1 

WSP 
610 Chartwell Road, Suite 300 
Oakville, ON   L6J 4A5 

Phone:  (519) 933-9170 
Fax:  (519) 873-4600 

Tel:  (289) 882-7225 
Toll-free:  1-877-562-7947 

Phone:  (289) 835-2561 
Toll free:  1-877-562-7947 

E-mail:  Chris.Dixon@ontario.ca Fax:  (905) 882-0055 Fax:  (905) 823-8503 
 E-mail:  Rob.Kleine@wsp.com E-mail:  Greg.Moore2@wsp.com 

 

We are committed to ensuring that government information and services are accessible for all Ontarians. For communication supports or to 
request project material in an alternate format, please contact one of the Project Team members listed above.  
 

Comments and information will be collected to assist the MTO in meeting the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. With the 
exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record in accordance with the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. 
 

Please visit the study website at: www.Hwy401EssexCountyRd42toMerlinRd.ca 

 



Provincial Agencies   
 

Ms. Gillian Lee 
Manager (A) 
Ontario Provincial Police 
Research and Program Evaluation Unit / 
Research Planning & Analysis Section 
777 Memorial Avenue 1st Floor 
Orillia ON L3V 7V3 

 

Ms. Karla Barboza 
Team Lead - Heritage Program Unit 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
Programs and Services Branch 
401 Bay Street Suite 1700 
Toronto ON M7A 0A7 
 

Ms. Katherine Kirzati 
Heritage Planner 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
Programs and Services Branch 
401 Bay Street Suite 1700 
Toronto ON M7A 2R9 
 

Ms. Karina Cerniavskaja 
District Planner 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
Aylmer District 
615 John St. N  
Aylmer ON N5H 2S8 
 

Mr. Drew Crinklaw 
Rural Planner 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food & Rural Affairs 
Southwestern 
667 Exeter Road  
London ON N6E 1L3 
 

Agency - Conservation Authority   
 

Mr. Randall Van Wagner 
Manager of Conservation Lands & Services 
Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority 
100 Thames Street  
Chatham ON N7L 2Y8 
 

Mr. Mark Peacock 
Chief Administration Officer / Secretary-
Treasurer 
Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority 
100 Thames Street  
Chatham ON N7L 2Y8 
 

Ms. Valerie Towsley 
Resource Technician 
Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority 
100 Thames Street  
Chatham ON N7L 2Y8 
 

Agency - Municipalities   
 

Ms. Judy Smith 
Director, Municipal Governance/Clerk 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
315 King St. W PO Box 640 
Chatham ON N7M 5K8 
 

Mr. Bruce McAllister 
Director, Planning Services 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
315 King St. W PO Box 640 
Chatham ON N7M 5K8 
 

Mr. Chris Thibert 
Director, Engineering and Transportation 
Services 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
315 King St. W PO Box 640 
Chatham ON N7M 5K8 
 

Mr. Don Shropshire 
Chief Administration Officer 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
315 King St. W PO Box 640 
Chatham ON N7M 5K8 
 

Ms. Rebecca Belanger 
Manager, Planning Services 
County of Essex 
Essex County Civic Centre 
360 Fairview Ave W  
Essex ON N8M 1Y3 

Ms. Krystal Kalbol 
Manager, Transportation Planning 
County of Essex 
Essex County Civic Centre 
360 Fairview Ave W Suite 315 
Essex ON N8M 1Y3 

Mr. Robert Maisonville 
Chief Administrative Officer 
County of Essex 
Essex County Civic Centre 
360 Fairview Ave W Suite 202 
Essex ON N8M 1Y3 
 

Ms. Sumaiya Habiba 
Environmental Assessment Coordinator 
County of Essex 
Essex County Civic Centre 
360 Fairview Ave W Suite 315 
Essex ON N8M 1Y3 
 

Ms. Mary Birch 
Director of Council & Community 
Services/Clerk 
County of Essex 
Essex County Civic Centre 
360 Fairview Ave W Suite 314 
Essex ON N8M 1Y3 
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EMS 

Mr. Bruce Krauter 
Chief Essex-Windsor EMS 
County of Essex 
Essex County Civic Centre 
360 Fairview Ave W Suite 202 
Essex ON N8M 1Y3 
 

Mr. John Moffat 
Detachment Commander 
Ontario Provincial Police - Chatham-Kent 
Detachment 
535 Park Ave E. RR 4 
Chatham ON N7M 5J4 
 

Mr. Bob Crawford 
Chief, Fire & Paramedic 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
315 King St. W PO Box 640 
Chatham ON N7M 5K8 
 

Agency - Locally Elected Representatives   
 

Mr. Mark Authier 
Council Ward 1 - West Kent 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
315 King Street West  
Chatham ON N7M 5K8 
 

Ms. Melissa Harrigan 
Council Ward 1 - West Kent 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
315 King Street West  
Chatham ON N7M 5K8 
 

Agency - School Boards   
 

Mr. Jim Costello 
Director of Education 
Lambton Kent District School Board 
476 McNaughton Ave East  
Chatham ON N7M 5L7 
 

Ms. Deb Crawford 
Director of Education 
St. Clair Catholic District School Board 
C/O Nancy Bechard, Executive Assistant to 
the Director of Education 
420 Creek Street  
Wallaceburg ON N8A 4C4 

Mr. Pat Teahan 
Transportation Planner 
Chatham-Kent Lambton Administrative 
School Services 
Student Transportation Services 
600 Gillard Street  
Wallaceburg ON N8A 4X1 
 

 

Utilities (to be updated once information 
from MTO Utility Representative is 
provided)   
 

Hydro One Networks Inc 
West Zone (FBC) 
56 Embro St PO Box 130 
Beachville ON N0J 1A0 
 

Albert Dionne 
Manager of Public Works 
Town of Lakeshore 
419 Notre Dame St.  
Belle River ON N0R1A0 

 Neal Bannister 
System Planner 
Cogeco 
2525 Dougall Ave  
Windsor ON N8X 5A7 
 

Andrew Zuk 
Implementation Manager 
Bell Canada 
100 Dundas Street Floor 4 
London ON N6A 5B6 
 

Pat Zimmer 
Implementation Manager 
Bell Canada 
163 Queen Street Floor 2 
Chatham ON N7M 2G9 
 

Tyson Fuerth 
Implementation Manager 
Bell Canada 
1149 Goyeau St. Floor 1 
Windsor ON N9A 1H9 
 

Richard Bolliger 
Rogers Communication Canada Inc. 
SWO Planning Department 
85 Grand Crest Place  
Kitchener ON N2G 4A8 
 

 Jon Bernardo 
Rogers Communication Canada Inc. 
Wireline Access Networks SWO Region 
800 York St P.O. Box 5800 
London ON N6A 5B1 
 



Union Gas Limited 
Land Services 
50 Keil Drive North  
Chatham ON N7M 5M1 
 

Telus Communication Inc. 
25 York Street 22nd Floor 
Toronto ON M5J 2V5 
 

 Rob Bernardi 
Manager, Facilities & Systems 
Municipality of Chatham-Kent 
Chatham-Kent Public Utilities Commission 
325 Grand Avenue East  
Chatham ON N7L 1W9 
 

 Meetpal Chhina 
Senior Planning Specialist 
Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. 
6 Colony Court  
Brampton ON L6T 4E4 
 

 Kris Balallo 
Corporation of the County of Essex 
360 Fairview Ave W Suite 201 
Essex ON N8M 1Y6 
 

Public / Stakeholder (Additional contacts to 
be added following Study Commencement)   
 

Ms. Debra Pickett 
30 Regal Drive  
Tilbury ON N0P 2L0 
 

Mr. Geoffrey Wood 
Ontario Trucking Association 
555 Dixon Road  
Toronto ON M9W 1H8 
 

Mr. Jonathan Blackham 
Ontario Trucking Association 
Director, Policy and Public Affairs 
555 Dixon Road  
Toronto ON M9W 1H8 
 

Ms. Gloria Mailloux 
Tilbury BIA 
Executive Director and Events Coordinator 
PO Box 1299 17 Superior Street 
Tilbury ON N0P 2L0 
 

Mr. Brian French 
Build the Barrier Group 
 
(no address) 

Mr. Jack McKinley 
23254 McKinley Road  
Tilbury ON N0P 2L0 
 

   

   

   




